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I  Proteftant Plet as the iufforer termed it, and his Reaſoa lor publiching what hey 
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Some Refleions On the Paper Delivered unto the Sheriffs of London, By ' 
James Holloway at the time of his Execution. : 4 
T cannot be otherwiſe than matter of aſtoniſhment to all Loyal and Ins 
genuous men, to beho'd, the unquiet .and reſtleſs Principles of L090! 
many amonegſt us, who think it notenough to broach and ſpread a bout 
their Dodtrines of diſobedience, but alſo to endeavour to debauch the Pa»! 
4 1|:tcs and. Underſtanding of their Pupils, ſo that the Poyſon they deliver? 
may be eſteemed as the who!ſomeſt Food they receiye ; of ſuch men, and ſuch 

. Principles, we tavelate'y met remarkable inſtances, A Horrid Conſpiracy hath} 
been afoor, a Conſpiracy to ruine the Goverament we live under, to deſtroy! 

. the beſt of Kings, and the belt of Religions, and this apparently proved by ſuch! 

- pregnant Teſtimonies, that infidelity 1t ſeit might have been ſilenced, the Judg-' 

. ment of God hath overtaken. many of the Conſpirators, and Juſtly:have. they; 
ſuffered for the ſame; yet hath the impudence ot thoſe men been. ſo .extrava=3 
gant, that they have, .and do endeavour to Redicul and Sham the ſame, and in? 
plain words tell the world, ( a .) the Plot is loſt here except you find it in the Coun | 
fry amonz ſt the Abhorers aud Addreſſers, It will not theretore be amiſs if weex- } 
amin the Conteſſion of the laſt ſufferer, who, at the brink of death, when his ? 
Soul was ready to launch forth into the Oceanof Eteraity, at the proſpect. of * 
Judgment and immortality was before him, freely and voluntarily aſſerted his? 
knowledge of thote Crimes he came to ſuffer for, and tho' we needed nathing 3 
of this nature to. corroborate the other proofs thereof, yet as the ſame werethe ; 
words of a dying man, th=y.may prevail on the miflcd and 1g1orant, to take of 1 
that prejudice they have to long lain under; and ſatisly the whole world, that © 
thoſe who pretend the. greateit Innocency and deceive mankind with their 
falſe and ſp:cious pretences of aſſerting the Liberties and Properties.of the peo- * 
ple, are the very men, that in ths {ame breath,.at the ſame time. intended the 1 
preateſt {nvaſions.taercupon: q 
In order to which examination, I. ſhall. only take to pieces that Paper Mr. ! 
Flolloway delivered at the time of his Death to our preſent Sherifts; wherein: ! 
he begins, | | 4 
to flop the Myuths, Que. of all Pamphlzteers and News-Scriblers,who bave done © 
more prejudice to his Majeſty and-Kingdows by their impadent endesvours to ſham © 
all Plots and to {U the Country with falſe News than they will be ever atle to .re- 
trive and toſatisfie all 7 leave bebind we | thought good to arawup a ſhort account 

_ of what | knew of the late Froiettant Plor, &c. js -—— 
«Herein the Reader may obſerve a plain Confefſion of rhe Plot in groſs, they 
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* endeavour to ſham the ſame,and putca falſe glois upon ſuch black ahd Tremens., 


OT % 64S | . . A "6 * 
| dons ARions, nor is he at all out inh1s op1niQn,that fuck as.theſe do a greater- 


4 NF 
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| injury to the King and Kinydom than they are or can be in any Capacity to re-. 
tive; for if wec >nfider how grear a Providence was lcen 1n the diſcovery” of 
” the Nations worſt and molt inpiecable enem:es 1n the mad(t of their horr1d and , 


 abominable Contrivances, a!l endeavours to ſlifle the ſame muſt needs be im» 


Z pious in the higheſt degree, for hereby the Government is fla 'ndered.as unjuſt 
- andcruel for ſhedding the Blood of ſuch who.hivelawkully luftcred 1n the ſame; 


A Rebellion is covered with the name of innocence; the ſentence of the Law 
 *duely executed 1s called murder, Vice wears the mask_ of Verrue, lhe Wolf is. 
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* into ſheeps cloathing, and none can diſcern his Enemy in the diſguiie of 
Tiendſhip: tho'the Pit be dug to betray-us, we are.led onina_ pleaſant and. 


enticeing Path k without fear or apprehenſion of our canger, till the moment 


of our Ruine confronts our Preſumption. But farther proceeds the Sufferer, 


+ to the particulars of his concern in the ſaid Plot, w herein he aſcribeshis firſt. 
| knowledge thereof to his Publick Spirit, which led hun to: attend Afﬀairs . 
| beyond that capacity wherein he had been bred , 1n the following of Parlia- . 


* ments for the perfecting ſome deſigns on foot in order to the improvment of 
" the Linnen ManufaQure, &c. in which I wou'd obſcrve, That men, when. 
- they leave the Calling that Providence hath all-tted them, and would ſoar in= 
* to a ſphere above them, they very rarely. mis thr fate of Dedalus, their Moitan 


| Wings deceive them, and their fall to /ate.givesthem notice of their ruine. And. 
here adds he in this. Attendance upon, that. Parliament, Zhe more 1 Knew. the 
more I was deſirous to know, and did by ſome Scriblers and News-mongers. ' con« 
” ftantly know moſt of the publick affairs that were afted, which thy undertick to 


z 


q repreſent. according to their own humour; many attions being repreſented very illes 
| gal, much againſt the Proteſtant intereſt iu favour of Papijts, Se. Shamming the 
| Popiſh Plot upon the Proteſtants,abuſing the Rizhts and Priviledzes of the Subj: ts, 
| the truth of which 1 leave to the judgment of all;but hearing many ſuch like things 
q was eafily prevailed with to be concerned in the Plot, accor ding as it was propoſed 
20 me, QC | 


* 


'When the Devilhath a worlto do, he uſually imploys ſuch agents. as. may 


| Eeſt deceive the. incautelous, and accordingly fo diſguiſes-them, and puts ſuch: 
| words into their Mouths, that you wquld tzke them rather. for Angels of Light. 


| than: Miniſters oftheinfernal Lord., TheLyingProphets came in the name ofGod- 
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*&fappointes; nor inlike manner was the the: late taRtion ay thing cautious. 


s Hg as. much Zeal in-their, murhs, and appearing Truth; asthoſe by God him- 
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- ofcloaking their pretences in the Livery of Heaven, Zeal was in their. mouthy 7 
and Treaſon in their hearts; Property and Liberty was their cry , Slavery and 1; 
- Bondage their-deſign; True Proteſtant Reformation their pretence, Hereſy and 
Scniſme, the Deſtruction and. Ruine of the Eſtab'iſhed Religion and Govern=-; 
- ment thcir laſt aim; and in ſhort, knowing they could never. . perpetrate: their 
- bloody and worſe than ſavage intentions, if the ſame were brought in: naked, 
' they Cloathed their Deformitics in a Presbiterian Jump, ard made Religion 2 
the Pander to uſher in the Cheat. But further he goes on, About July 1682; £7 
met (ſays he) a perſop who gave me an account touching the Elefion of Sheriffs ' 
of London,&c. and the legality thereof as he repreſented the ſame;whereupon the - | 
ProteſtantGentry mere reſolved to remedy what was defigned Ly an inſurrettion 'in- - 
ſeveral parts of the King/on 3.. and if poſſible ,to get the King off from his Evil - 
Councellor gs. C0, That it ſhould begin at London, Briſtol], Exeter,, Taunton,.. 
C heſter, York, New Cattle aud therefore deftr ed we might confider how it might . | 
_ be manazed in Briſtol, which they did and conclude,t hat Briſtol with about. Three. .? 
hundred and fifty men might be eafily ſarprijed, &c. of 
in Apri', ſays he, / hcard of another defign againſt the King and Duke of York':? 
as they were tocomefrom New market, & c-When I heard it, I declared my abhore-- | 
rance of any ſuch thing, \ was eonfident none in our parts would be for it. q 
Here he conlelles he. did know. of this deſign and tho' he would be thovght*:? 
ingen'1015, 1n his abhorrence tierot, yet. two much of the Phanatical ' Leven +9 
pollfſed him;why did he not reavel it? Can that man be ſaid to at hor a Crime... 
that when the ſam 15 diſcovered ro him conceales it, and Cloſlets in his breaſt: 
till the ſame.is perperrated on h:s Nughbour? much more in tis caſe, the Life 
of His Moſt vacred Majeſty and that of his Royal Brother: -v ere deſigned, the: 
very Arms-bought and ready that were to effeQ the ſame;the men,rhe. manner, . 
th : piace, and every circamſtanceagreed on,the Hellith wickedneſs1n proſpe&t: 7 
of performance; the. pertormance fo execrable init ſelf, that words are not ſigs-! 
nificant enough to exprets.the horror of it, nor 1magination comprehenſive to? 
farhom its guilt;and yet to cover thistolodg it quietly inhis breaſt,and yet owN,.. } 
or brag of his abhorance of it, isHypocricy againſt the-Dev1il, and. cenadmitof. 
no excuſe. But further he ſay s:. | ; "IY 
The general. Defign for the inſurreftion was carried on by others, who tho” they! 
made a great ſtir in.the Nation, trying the inclinations of people, and had treated 
with the Scotch and Irilh as T heardzwho were to be ready at the ſame time, yet ne 
ver came to any. refolation as to any. time or. method before all wasrdiſcovered tho':": 
they had been Eleven Months contrivi #2 it from the time. | firſt beard it: This: 
. hope-will be-.enough toſatisfie-allpeople therewas a Þ' L:0.T;. 0 OY 
Bs. Had we nad no other Proof; ſurely tlus:muſt, Ley ond ajl*doubr,*fati fy: 
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Che calls it, which was his crime, is fo fer from' giving any colour thereunto, 
| that letany ſober man obſerve ir, and he wiil conciude it rather a Sopheſtical 
Eageravation thereof, 1 thought it my duty, fayshe, to do whar | could for my 
King and countrys ſafety. A lyecrous pretence, but pray mark him, an inſur«' 
tection was to be made, the-Peace we had 1o long enjoyed, and was then liktly 


tocnjoy could they have been quiet, was intended to be diſturted. We neuher _ 
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| +.. What this Gentleman gives to palliate his offence, and make that a Duty as 
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have been ſeized, his Friends taken trom him under the title of Evil Cour celors, 


Kings,was almoſt eFery Month ſtain'd with ſomeor other.of our Nobles Bloodz . | 
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heard of Warrs nor Rumours of Warrs, but from themſelves; the King was fo 


and yet this Confiltent with the King and Kingdoms ſafety, nay; the Life of- ! 
his Sacred Majeſty was threataed,his Royal Brother to ſhare the like Fate,and . 
this known ( as above) to the Priſoner, and a'l the while he and his Brother 
Phanaticks doing their Duty for their King and their Country. Oh! but Po- : 
per axd Arbitrary Government was intended. I know not in caſe of their des. 
frgns going forward, what fecurity we ſhould. have had againſt Popery, tho: 2: 
Fam apt to beleive it had been the greateſt help to the introduCtion of it,under 1 
the Common diſturbances that would have enſued, that they themſelves could: 
have wifh'd for ; as for the Latrer, I may be more certain, that nothing could. 
have poflibly fol'owed the ſame, if ever they had prevat'ed, but the moſt Tyran®. 
nical and flaviſth Government in the World ; for that- Kingdom whoſe Founda= 
tion is in Blood, mnſt have its . Super ſtruQture in. Slaughter 3 and nothing bue 
Devaſtation and Ruine of the beſt, - at the will and pleaſure of. the worſt, can 
ever be expeQRed therein. An inſtance . whereof too many-of us too. fatally, 
remember in the late Uſurpers days, our Channels were fi:led at .the Expence 
of our Deereſt and moſt Loyal Veins; the Scaſfolds, be{ides that of the beſt of 


our Eſtates ar the Mercy of a Tyrant who thought it crime enouch for any 
man to think him ſo; and as if he could have ſeen into their Breſt, though theie 
Lips ne'r uttered the ſame, that their Lives v erethe.price. of their_inexprefs 
ſed Loyalty : and this is all good men might beho'd,as the end of the ſaid DCs 
ſigns of ourlate Plotters, had the ſame taken eftet; and which is the next 
words,our ſufferer takes notice of not conjidering then how much Blood &c.. But 
this he confefſes brought him to a ſorrow fur his intentions, and he owns it bee; 
fore all the world ; That he then wasglad it did not take. Effet, and owns it as '. 
a Sin againſt God Almighty,»oz o3ly .in' deſtru/ting his. Providence , but tak=; © 
ing his Work out of his Hands ; and certainly, if we conſider that God hath 
p'aced our great Magiſtrate over us to be obey 'd,and hath lett himfelt only..his . 
Superiour to ca'l him to account for his ations in .the Throne. he hath Seated  ? 
him, each irreverent word, or diſobedient thought ro this his Subſtirme en +» | 
Earth, is a Crime againſt Heaven, how much more then would it be, to ſtrwe 
with theſe Saints, theſe Proteſtants, Reformers, and true Chriſtians, though 
indeed the worſt of Rebels, to dethrone him. Coula they p'ead wn excuſe,thas 
as he is the beſt of Kings, he was the worſt of the worſt of Tyranis:; as he is 
the moſt merciful amongſt all the Princes in the Worlyhe was ti;e molt Savage * 
and crue! ; as he rules and governs in the hiphelt and exatteſt Juilice, dilribur- 
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-4ng toevery'man his right, the Sword was his only Arbiter ;and the Portion of 
every mans inheritance, the right of his pleaſure; yet theſe. were not enough to 
| Juſtify a Rebellion, to ſuch a Prince we are;vound by. all Laws Humane and, 
"Divine to ſubmit, | But bappy is it for us,we have as much reaſon toobey him 
| for his goodneſs, as we are bound to-do the ſame in Daty ; and may al! thoſe 
# . thatithink otherwiſe, meet a reward for their Crimes, proportionableto the, 
- fame. 'Bur our ſufferer, after his Confeſſion aforeſaid, comes and tells you, 
that hewasnot, nor would be compelled to ſay what he did, but that it was his Reſos, 
* . Intton todeclare all he knew concerning the Plot, and alſo do what in him lay to- 
prevent all Plottings for the Future, and to put anend tothe Heats, &c. and 
I . afterwards ſays, 'when l gave my CG onfeſſion, I ood not upon terms of pardor, being 
confident if Truth will merit Mercy from the King, 1 ſhould have his pardon, and, 
| that it was the only way to gain Mercy with God. And afterwards, I Repent not 
- my Confeſſion, and could 1 diſcover more, 1 would do it willingly, though 1 find not 
& Mercy with May, So that upon the whole, here is a [ngenious Conteffion of 
A "the ſaid Phanatical Plot, & a proof acainſt all the Cavils of the worſt of men, 
” that the ſame wasnotaſlight & i/l grounded deſign, but laid deep,andintended 


- .againſtthe bottom of the Government, againſt the 'ife of the beſt of Kings and 
. Brothers, and in ſhort time againſt Monarch and Monarchy it ſelf, whom God 
, grantlong Preſervationunto. 
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